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Monday, 4th March 2019 

 

2019 Umpiring Guidelines 

 

 

Dear Member Club, 

 

Further to the AGM proposal on the provision of umpires for the 2019 season (and the SGM amendment which was 

rejected so no further reference to that required), please see below some detailed guidelines on how the new 

process will work. I have also attached the wording of the new rule in an appendix at the bottom. 

 
The new process 
 
There will be four classifications of umpires in the TVCL in 2019: 
 

1) Panel Umpire 

2) A) TVCL Registered Club Umpire (Level 3) 

B) TVCL Registered Club Umpire (Levels 4 & below) 

3) (Non-registered) Club Umpire 

4) Player Umpire 

 

The new concept is the differential between a TVCL Registered Club Umpire and a non-registered club umpire. The 

former will be trained umpires who do not wish to join the panel. A higher level of training will be required to qualify 

as a TVCL Registered Club Umpire in Level 3 matches, compared to Levels 4-9 (see below). The non-registered club 

umpire, by contrast, would not remove the points penalty in Level 3 or gain the extra point for standing in Levels 4-

9. 

 

The clubs will need to fill in a form to apply for their club umpire to become a TVCL Registered Club Umpire - before 

the season commences (and notify us of additions and amendments during the season). Once the application has 

been approved by the Umpires Sub-Committee, we will build and maintain a database of all the TVCL Registered 

Club Umpires. The name of the TVCL Registered Club Umpire will then need to be entered – or not - on the Match 

Scorecard on TVCL16. 

 

Qualifications required for a “TVCL Registered Club Umpire” 

 

• Level 3: the umpire must a) be an ECB ACO member and b) have either completed at least a Level 1 course or 

a Stage 1 plus the MCC Online Course with a Basic Certificate. 

• Level 4-9: the umpire must be an ECB ACO member and have completed the MCC Online Course with a Basic 

Certificate. 

 Matthew Stevenson 

Hon. Secretary 

secretary@tvlcricket.com 

01628 487516 
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Club requirements for panel coverage in Level 3 

 

Before the season starts, we will ask all our clubs with teams in L3 to tell us a) whether or not they want panel 

umpires if available and b) if so, to specify which of the 18 weeks they want covered. There will be a cut-off date to 

reply by. Once we have a collated list of requirements, week by week, then the panel appointments officer will 

make appointments and communicate them to the clubs (see below). 

 

Clubs will be able to put in a late request for a panel umpire, up to before midnight on the preceding Sunday, but 

obviously with no guarantee that it will be successful. 

 

Clubs with teams in Level 3 must understand that they are unlikely to get 18 panel appointments in 2019 and should 

therefore plan accordingly, i.e. by having one, or ideally two, TVCL Registered Club Umpires on hand to step in when 

they do not get a panel appointment. 

 

Process for making appointments 

 

There are several key points that should be noted: 

 

1. We will not impose panel umpire appointments if a team in Level 3 (or below) wants to supply its own 

umpire.  

(This should not be confused with the line in rule 8.3 which says that TVCL has the right to impose panel 

umpires – this would only be used in very exceptional circumstances as a result of previous disciplinary 

incidents involving one or both of the teams.)  

 

2. We will not enter into dialogue or correspondence on the appointment process. On any one week, or 

indeed over a period of weeks, one team might get more appointments than another. We will give priority 

where we can to teams whose club is supplying umpires to either the TVCL or HCPCL panel (or equivalent 

league panel).  

(Note: However, the appointment process is not an exact science. Some umpires will only travel to certain 

parts of our geography, so teams may get lucky or unlucky ‘as the cookie crumbles’). 

 

3. We are unlikely to be able to make any appointments to Level 4 unless we have covered Level 3 in its 

entirety (subject to the note in point 2). If, however, we do have a surplus of umpires available on any given 

week, then we will offer them to our Level 4 teams on the same principle above. 

 

4. The appointments will likely be made in 3 x 6-match batches. In this respect, we are obliged to follow HCPCL 

appointment cycle. Last season, they did 2 x 6-match batches and then 2 x 3-match batches in the final 

third of the season. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Established in 1972, The Morrant Thames Valley Cricket League is an important component of the  

ECB Premier League structure 

 

     

 Page 3of 4 League Website: www.tvlcricket.com  

 

What will happen if TVCL is forced to renege on a panel umpire appointment? 

 

If a panel umpire is withdrawn in the week of a match, i.e. after midnight on the preceding Sunday (and this will 

inevitably happen because of events beyond our control in HCPCL and in the higher levels of TVCL), then the 5 

Penalty Point deduction in Level 3 will be waived.  

 

How will the penalty and bonus points be deducted/added? 

  

The penalty and bonus points will be manually added/deducted to the league tables by the relevant results 

secretary based on the information on the scorecards on TVCL16. We will look to automate this process on TVCL16 

for the 2020 season. 

 

What will happen if a club ‘cheats’ by entering an umpire name on the scorecard when they did not have one? 

 

We will take a very dim view of this. The matter will be referred to the D&C panel who will be able to apply an 

appropriate strict penalty (for example a points deduction - in addition to the original 5 points in Level 3). 

 

Non-registered club and panel umpires 

 

Finally, two points of clarification re the above: 

 

1. Club Umpires are not obliged to become TVCL Registered Club Umpires if they do not wish to do so. 

However, if they are not so registered, then the bonus point in Level 4-9 will not be gained (or indeed the 

points deduction in Level 3 will still apply!). 

2. There will be player umpires in many TVCL matches – as before when a team does not have their own Club 

Umpire. From this season, if there is a TVCL Registered Club Umpire standing for the other team, then they 

will have right to stand at both (bowler) ends if they so wish by notifying both Captains at the Toss.  

(However, this rule does not apply for non-registered Club Umpires who would require the consent of both 

Captains to do so.) 
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Appendix: Reminder of The New Rules 

 

8.2 Panel Umpires will be appointed for all TVCL Matches in Levels 1 & 2. Member Clubs will be advised 

of Panel Umpire appointments in advance.  

 

8.3 Member Clubs with Teams in Levels 3 must each provide a TVCL Registered Club Umpire (or a Panel 

Umpire) per TVCL Match. 

 

Subject to availability, Panel Umpires can be allocated upon request by Member Clubs. All such 

allocations shall be at the discretion of the Umpires Sub-Committee (“USC”). Note: The Management 

Committee reserves the right to appoint Panel Umpires to any TVCL Match at its sole discretion.  

 

In the event that one Team does not provide a TVCL Registered Club Umpire. The TVCL Registered 

Club Umpire provided by the other Team will be entitled, should they so wish, to officiate from the 

bowler’s end for the whole match. 

 

8.4 In Level 3, each Team that fails to provide a TVCL Registered Club Umpire (or be allocated a Panel 

Umpire) shall be penalised a 5 Penalty Point Deduction on each and every occasion. 

 

8.5 In Levels 4 & below, each Team that provides a TVCL Registered Club Umpire shall be awarded 1 
bonus point per TVCL Match they stand in. 

 
If the other Team does not provide any Club Umpire, only a player umpire, then the TVCL Registered 
Club Umpire, if they so wish, may decide to officiate from the bowler’s end for the whole match. 

 


